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llolp to Keep Streets Clean

WHATEVER opinion one may hold as to
tin; elllciency of the Street Cleaning

Department, there can he no question that
its difliculties are much increased by the too-
common habit, indulged in bv householders
and their servants, of . > inn trash of
every sort on the sidewalk- . into the gut¬
ters.
When Superintendent ' ohn innkes a plea'

for the abandonment of this habit, his plea
should be answered. It ought to be a mat¬
ter of pride with every citizen to contribute
everything possible to the cleanliness and
health of the city. The Police Department
should assist by enforcing the laws.

The new plan for street cleaning, dWlsed
by the Administrative Board, is about to bo
put Into operation. It deserves a fair trial
r.7 d such support as the public can give.

Flower Carnival for Reunion

npHE suggestion made by one of our corre-
A spondents, whose letter appears in an¬
other column to-day, that there be a flower
carnival In connection With the Confederate
Reunion in June is an excellent one, and
The Times-Dispatch hopes it will commend
itself to the committee in charge.

Richmond in June is beautiful with flowers,
aud a better season for a flower carnival
could scarce have been chosen. The thought
submitted by our correspondent that such an
affair "would give opportunity for a general,
if not universal, participation of the people,"
is worthy of attention.

Of course, the details of the carnival
should be planned carefully, with proper at¬
tention to its artistic possibilities. There are
many men and women here in Richmond under
whose direction its success would be certain
and memorable. The possibilities are almost
limitless, and there could be no sweeter
tribute to the old heroes who wore the gray.

A (»reat Ih'illiiiHstor

A JrST-PUHLlSHKD memoir of Scott
Shipp, from the pen of Jennings C.

Wise, calls attentiou again 10 one of the
greatest drilhuasters Virginia ever produced.

Scott Shipp graduated from (lie Virginia
Military Institute in 1S59. and immediately
became au instructor in the institution. He
jvas present with a detail of students a)
Harper's Ferry at the lime of John Brown's
liaid, and in 1861 entered the service as ad¬
jutant-general of ..the Virginia Provisional
Army. He wajs. Huej* appointed a major in
Colonel Cilham's regiment, hut was ordered
hack to the Virginia Military Institute.
Nevertheless, Shipp accompanied Jackson on
his Rontnev expedition, and served with con¬
spicuous efficiency.

His next work in the Confederate service
was done at the Virginia Military Institute as
instructor of officers. The men sent out from
the school were far better trained than the
average Confederate officers, and Shippshowed great ability in beating raw students
into soldiers in a very limited space of time.

He wearied, however, of academic duty in
the midst of war. and, failing to secure an
appointment to a field command, left the in-
stituto on leave of absence and joined the
army as a private soldier.

Later he had opportunities for larger ser¬
vice. He commanded the cadets under
Imbodcn in opposing the Federal cavalry, and
in the ever-memorable battle of New Markot.
as well as on the Richmond lines in the
winter of lRC4-f»f>.

In 188!t Colonel Shipp became superinten¬dent of the institute, in which position ho re¬
mained until his resignation in 100 7 In his
long career at the Virginia Military Institute,Scott Shipp succeeded in raising it to be oneof the first military schools of the world.

"Italia Irredenta" Heard Again

UNLESS Italy is preparing to enter the
war on the side of the allies, and enter

quickly and decisively, it is difficult to under¬
stand the significance of its recent actions.
The army is practically on a war footing, the
reserves of the Alpine forces have been called
to the colors, and the fleet, coaled and in
readiness, tugs at its anchors.

From the very beginning of hostilities Italy
has taken an attitude frankly utilitarian. He-
cause it diil not regard the war as defensive,
from the standpoint of tin* other members
of the triple alliance, it refused to cast its
lot with Germany and Austria, and it lias
been quite as deaf to tin* appeals of Britain,
France and Russia. The ministry has suf¬
fered it to be understood that Italy's course
would be determined solely by the nation's
advantage.that it would remain neutral or
make war as better Served its purpose and
helped to achieve its destiny. Not even the
cry of "Italia Irredenta." that was raised bythe populace, not even the popular ambition
to replace Trieste »nd the Trentino under
th'* Italian tlag, has been permitted to swaythe Jt.lgment of the King and his advisers.
The cry gained a new meaning, however,with the prosecution of the allied assault on

the forts of the Dardanelles. Soothed for
a while by the prospect of a peaceful cession
by Austria of the territory Ttaly regardB as

hor own. "Italia Irredenta" has become more
poignant with the practical confession that
tlio mission of Count lluelow has failed,
and that Austria will yield noMiing.
The censorship of all military activities

.would seem from this distance almost in the
nature of a call to arms.

>io Muddying of the Waters

IT Is inconceivable that men lilco Alderman
Harton H. Grundy and his associates of

the committee of Council, named to investi¬
gate the Police Department, will permit the.
committee to be diverted from its serious
purpose to the trivial and indecent purpose of
muddying tlie waters.
The committee is expected to lind out

whether certain charges against members of
the I'ollco Hoard are well or ill founded,
Under the terms of the resolution by which
it was created, it is to inquire into the of¬
ficial conduct of the whole department. It is
its duty to learn and to report to Council
what nre the deficiencies of police policy, and
who are the incompetent, or unworthy in po¬
lice personnel.

It is natural enough, perhaps, that some of
those at whom the finger of suspicion points
should he anxious to show that they are no
worse than some others. This is unques¬
tionably true, but nothing will be gained by
demonstrating it. even mathematically, to the
investigating committee. It is better to ad¬
mit it, as a general proposition, and proceed
to the more serious matters the committee
faces. With men's private lives, unless they
affect the administration of law, the commit¬
tee can have nothing to do. Even the pri¬
vate life of a member of the Police Depart¬
ment, save as it illustrates the manner in
which he discharged or failed to discharge
ills duty, is not within the scope of the com¬
mittee's interest.

Richmond desires a capable Police Depart¬
ment. honestly manned and fearlessly and in¬
telligently directed. If some surgical work
should prove to be necessary in attaining
this desired result, it will be for the com¬
mittee to recommend to Council the operation
that seems appropriate.
A minimum of scandal, with a maximum

of betterment, is the ideal the committee
should lteep in mind when it holds its meet¬
ing to-night. The investigation is not de¬
signed to supply prurient entertainment, but
to contribute to public security and impartial
enforcement, of law. Unpleasant and per¬
haps revolting evidence will be adduced, but
there should be just as little of that sort of
thing as circumstances will permit. The
main facts are enough, without dragging in
the details.

It is inconceivable, as we say, that men
like Mr. Grundy will permit the committee's
powers to be perverted and used to cloud the
real issue or to advance some scheme of
revenge. For one thing, that method of in¬
vestigation leads nowhere aud results in
nothing. The community has a right to ex¬
pect, and does expect, that this committee
will take itself and its function seriously,
nor is there substantial reason to apprehend
that this just expectation will be disappointed.

Newspapers and Neutrality

EYERV now and then this newspaper, in
common with many others, we suppose,

receives a letter rebuking us for some expres¬
sion of editorial opinion on the European
war or one of its many by-products. While
most of our correspondents do not evince in
their own writing a particularly neutral
spirit, their most common complaint is that
we violate the neutrality proclamation of the
President.

Neither tho sympathizers with the Germans
nor the sympathizers with llie allies enjoy a
monopoly of this state of mind. It is not
uncommon to he rebuked by both sides for
expressions contained in si single piece of edi¬
torial writing. The amusing thing is that
few writers of such letters, which breathe
neutrality and exhortations to neutrality
through all their opening paragraphs, can
close without describing the atrocities alleged
to have been committed by the belligerent of
which they do not approve.
The fact is that neutrality of thought and

opinion is nearly or quite impossible. No¬
body equipped with tho ordinary allowance
of brains can contemplate that great contest
and consider its causes without reaching
some conclusion as to where lies the right.
Few are able to restrain a positive wish for
tlie success of one antagonist or the other.

A newspaper that has no definite views on
the great events now occurring on the other
side of the ocean is a very curious institu¬
tion. It is like a man refusing to admit
into his consciousness the attraction of

i..gravitation, or the procession of (he equi-
noxes, or the existence of the United States,
or the achievements of the Christian re¬
ligion.

If the newspaper has views it should ex¬
press them.decently, of course, and with
proper reserve, but none the less clearly.
One of its principal functions, indeed, is to
voice Its honest opinions on matters of public
interest. It fails to achieve its destiny when
it fails to stand up lustily for what it be¬
lieves to be the right.

President Wilson seems to think that
| some high linanciers are not only rocking the
boat, but are getting ready to throw rocks
at it. There aro a good mauy evidences that
bis suspicions are Justified, and that hungry
Republicans are willing to furnish the am¬
munition.

Now that the Russian floet is reported to
be attacking the Bosporus, while the British
and French keep up their onslaughts on the

< Dardanelles. no one is likely to describe tho
situation of the Sultan of Turkey as parlicu-
larly enviable.

If the gas that has been spent on this gas
lease proposition could be used for illumina¬
tion, the price of the commodity in this town
would be cut at least in half. Unhappily,the gas that is most in evidence now does not
illuminate anything.

Attorney-General Gregory appears to doubtt that there is such a thing as a "good trust."
This heresy is bound to make him unpopularwith Colonel Roosevelt.

Perhaps it will be possible to-day for the
State Board of Education to get the book
adoption question settled for good and all.

Well, after his telegram to Senator Walsh,
even Colonel Roosevelt must agree that ho
Is entitled to admission to the Ananias Club.

Tho Eltel Friedrlch, It now appears, will1 soon have to fish or dig bait.

SONGS AND SAWS
Family DllTprener*.

Little Willie Twlnkletoes
Always howls where'er he goes.
Mother feels It's mighty cute;

Doesn't in 1 n d one
single hoot.

Thinks It cruel is anil
wrong

To object to Willie's
song.

Little Willie's father.
though,

Doesn't view the mat¬
ter so.

Father thinks that Willie ought
To lie somewhat better taught.
llehl with firmness 'neath the spout'J'lll his bowlings hII run out.

Tlie 1'esNluilst Snym
The man who wants to tell you his troubles

is not the most disagreeable person in the world.He is outranked by the individual who refusesto listen to yours.

Soolnllstn and SocinllMa.
"Who is the man wl'th the long hair and theuncombed \\ lilskers?"
"That Is HIiTem, the eminent parlor Socialist.""Why is he culled a 'parlor Socialist'?""To distinguish him from other members of

his political and economic faltli, who. pendingthe advent of the millennium, are much moreinterested in the products of the kitchen."

Aeeurntc Driving.ilrubbs.Do you regard Speeder as a skilleddriver of motor cars?
Stubbs.Yes, indeed. Why, one day last weekhe ground tlio heels off the *hoes of four

pedestrians without interfering at all with the
crease in their trousers.

Ttto Kinds.
"I suppose it is proper to speak of youngYowler. the fledgling attorney, as 'a limb ofthe lnw'?"
"Until ho closes his desk in the evening. Afterthat time he is a limb of the lawless."

The Value of .Volar.
The Prominent Citizen had Just finished read¬ing about the last discharge of vocal heavyartillery from Oyster Bay.
"The Colonel," he said, "is addicted to the Dr.Johnsonian style of argument. When his pistolmisses fire, lie tries to knock his opponent downwith the handle."

Absent Treatment.
"Mrs. liadabout is perfectly devoted to herfamily."
"Is she. indeed? Then, I suppose the reasonshe never stays at home Is her belief thatabsence makes the heart grow fonder!"

I p »«r the Front.
Miss Kougenndpowder ought to lead
Dame Fashion's bright array.For everybody knows she wears
A new coat every day.

THE TATTLER

Says the West Point Sews: "With all due re¬
spect to the man who told folks in our issue
of March 12th how to make a lot of money
out of poultry, we think he should have beeni a little more explicit and said that the hens
should be kept In your own back yard. We are
quite certain that no one would think of sta-
hling his cow in his neighbor's barn and feed-
lug her off that neighbor's feed, yet there are
some of our best-known citizens who have for
years raised a large stock of poultry on the
yards and gardens of their neighbors. This con¬
dition has gotten to be a nuisance, and It would
be a very popular measure If the Council would
pass an ordinance restricting the keeping of
poultry within the bounds of the owners' prop¬
erty. If allowed to roam the streets and alleys,
they sire sure to depredate on the premises of
others."

According to ilia Newport News Tinies-Her-
aid. "The winter is past and the glorious sea¬
son of nature's resurrection Is here. A little
while ago. the earth was brown and bare, and
It seemed that the cold hand of death had been
laid upon her. Now the signs of the resurrec-
tion are on every hand, and in less than a
month the whole earth will be a bed of blos-
soms. and the forests will shine in their up-
hoistery of green."

"The mint comes along with the tulips," says
the Norfolk Ledger-Dispatch. And the Juleps
come along with the mint.

"We are getting a strange and varied learn¬
ing out of this war." says the Charlottesville
Progress. "From alliterations' smooth fluency
we have been hurried on l»y necessity to trans-

I iteration's helpful transformations. We know
that vz is Just plain sh in English, and so we
make out of Przemysl the almost pronounceabloj combination Pshemysl. Itzem spells Shcm. but

! how in creation do those Slavs spell Ham and
.lapheth?"

Current Editorial Comment
What would Boston do with-

lt out her Mayors? The efforts of
<« ii ". I'incy Kitz" in th.» cause of

aim llcr public morals are si 111 recalledMayors with awe even l»y the worldlings
who congregate at (he St. Botolph

Club, and the Intellectuals of West Cedar Street
who tried to put over performances of rash
foreign dramatists still shudder at his name,

! The present occupant of the olllce, Mayor Curley,
Is equally determined that nothing shall be
done, from Sullivan Square to Ashmont, which
would brim? a single blush to t>».* cheek of the
Young Person. Whether under the shadow of
(lie Cildcd l»ome or the Moll and tlie Unicorn,
peace and purity must prevail. Therefore, says

r the intrepid Curley, there shall be no barefoot
1 dancing at the "carnival" for the woman suffrage
fund. It does not appear that the Mayor takes
this stand out of opposition to the Cause. He
simply sees a danger to the social order in stock-
lawless feet.the decay of tho Puritan virtues,
the beginning of pagan degeneration. The fact
that tlie dances were to he Greek has increased
his ardor. What lias the city of Cotton Mather
in common with the ancient Athens which it has
fondly fancied it resembles? "in Boston," as
the "society dance Introducer." whose perform-
a nee is affected by the order, puts it, "the spirit
of C.reece must go shod." Well, why not? Was
not the Bacchante of Mr. MacMonnles found too
inebriate with joy for the calm and contempla-
ti»e shades of the Public Uibrary? Decorous
hosiery much better befits the community that
linds chaste satisfaction in the protection of the
Sacred Codlish. The Mayor has found a welcomei helper in the person of Mrs. Anna Stelnauer, the
only woman constable in Boston. Mrs. StelnautM-
declarer that an appalling number of girls-smoke
cigarettes not among the middle classes, site
explains, but among "the very wealthy and the
very low." Thus extremes meet in vice, and the
whole city is corrupted. She is further greatlyexercised about the dances given by "societywomen," "who should be made," she says, "to
open their ilonrs to me." With the co-operationof tlie Mayor, she may yet be able to bring this
about. It would be a truly inspiring victoryfor tbe public welfare if "functions" on Coiunum-! wealth Avenue or Mount Vernon Street wereobliged to have a policeman In attendance orelse run the risk of being raided..PhiladelphiaPublic T.edger.

Mr. Hoosevelt's long telegram
l*<lolisli ,w Senator Walsh, chairman of
rp ,| .... ,l"' Senate Ship Trust Inquiryuna ¦>> Committee, is virtually a confes-Itooscvolt n|on that he had no personal

knowledge on which he based
his sweeping statement that President Wilson
and Secretary Bryan "endeitvorod In tho interest
of cert pin foreign business tlrins to secure to

I the United States the power to purchase the
j Interned ships of ope of tho belligerents." Mr.| Roosevelt does not want any further testimony. than i« afforded by hit own deductions and con-

vlctions. His wholo indictment Is concluHlvcly
proven, ho vociferously maintains, by tho fuct
that the interned Gorman vessels were not speci¬
fically exempted from the operation of tho gov-
ernment ship-purchase bill. "Kvcry man who
has looked into tho matter at all." he adds,
"knows perfectly well that we were literally
purchasing: a quarrel with every ship that was

purchased from any of the corporations owning
ilie Herman Interned ships." In other words,
the President and Mr. Mryatt wero working "In
the Interest" of Germany and German corpora-
tlons. although they "perfectly well knew that
in doing so they were purchasing a quarrel with
Great Mritain and Franco with every such ship.
The statement of Mr. Roosevelt's proposition is
Its own refutation. If they were working "In
the interest" of foreign firms, and with "perfect
knowledge" that they were working against
the interest of the United States, we must set
them down as r» couple of arrant fools, as well
as arrant knaves, because such a transparent
conspiracy against their own country must
inevitably have ruined them. From the vehe-
mence of his teiegrnphic argument It is evident
that th<- Colonel realises that he lias put his
foot Into It badly, and that he can only save
himself from utter confusion of countenanco by
making a loud noise. Is Mr. Roosevelt losing
his political judgment, as well as his sense of
public decency? It looks very much as if lie
wero failing and did not play the game with
his former skill.. Baltimore' Sun.

L. s.

War News Fifty Years Ago
(From the Richmond Dispatch, March 3". 1SP..Y)

All was quiet, as usual, on this side of the
James yesterday. < >n the south side nothing
of importance lias occurred since the light of
last Saturday, east of Petersburg and in tho
vicinity of Hatcher's Itun.
There was a flying rumor yesterday that the

Federals had made a tu<>ve towards the South-
side Railroad, but we think this was only a

guess, founded on the knowledge that Sheridan
had Joined Grant.

Last Friday a considerable body <»f Federal
cavalry were ambushed by a healthy squad of
Confederate scouts near Proctor's, on the Jertt-
salctii Plank Road, and so harassed that they
were compelled to retire within Grant's protected
lines.
We are still without olliclal advices from North

Carolina later than General Johnston's report
of the battle of Rentonville. which was published
in this paper more than a week ago. When last
heard from. Sherman was at Goldsboro, and it
Is likely he is still there, resting and recupcrat-
ing iiis men. after their tramp through South
Carolina. Northern papers say he will next

j direct his columns against Raleigh.
Four hundred and eighty men of Kilpatrick's

cavalry, captured by General Wade Hampton's
forces at and about Fayrtteville, N. C. wero

brought into Richmond yesterday afternoon.
They were tho worst looking lot of prisoners
that have yet reached here. Kvidently they
had had no rest and no chance for a wash or a
hath since they left Georgia, two months ago.
They are now in l.ibby Prison. They will he
washed and otherwise cared for.
General Kee makes an olliclal report to the

Secretary of War as follows: "General Gordon
informs me that in his report of the action at
Hare's Mill oil the 2Cth instant he omitted to
mention that Colonel II. P. Jones, commanding
the artillery on that portion of the lines, was

at the front superintending, in person, the opera-
tlons of the artillery, and that a select body
of officers and men, under the command of
Lieutenant - Colonel Stribling, charged the
enemy's breastworks with the sharpshooters of

j'one corps and immediately turned 'upon the
enemy the captured guns. 1 think this worthy
of special mention."
General Grant's report of the attack at Forts

Steadinan and Haskell, as reported in the Northern
' papers, claims a victory for the Federal forces,
and, among other things, lays claim to the cap-
ture of more than 'J.OOO prisoners. General Tree's
report to the Secretary of War is very different.
General Grant also claims to have taken 500
prisoners at Hatcher's Run, and he admits that
his losses there, in killed, wounded and missing
were more than SOft.
The affair at Fort Steadinan seems to have

been a drawn battle. General Gordon well
planned the attack and the original plan was
well carried out, except that there was some

delay In bringing up the re-enforcements that
were expected at the daylight hour, and the
brave men who made the assault on the enemy's
works were forced to retire before they had
accomplished all they started out to accom-
plish.

Mr. James Davis, a wealthy citizen of Meek-
lenburg County, N. ('., in response to Governor
Vance's call and appeal, has contributed enough
provisions to feed 100 soldiers of the North Caro¬
lina volunteer forces for six months to come.
General Grant's headquarters are now at the

famous Hppes House, at City Point.
The advance end of the army of General

Thomas, under tlie direct command of General
Langley, is reported to be at Carter's Station,
twenty miles from Bristol.
The exorbitant prices which have prevailed

in the Richmond markets for the past three or
four weeks have caused a great deal of suffer-
ing among a large class of very, worthy citizens,
who have to buy from day to day what little

j they have to »-at. Tho market men seem like
the leech that sucks the last drop of blood.
The City Council should look after tills matter
and prescribe a schedule of prices that shall
be th" rule of all market men.

The Voice of the Peoole
SiiKSest* Reunion KIowct Curiilvnl.

To llie Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.Would 11 tie possible for Richmond to

have u Hower carnival in honor of the veterans
at the time of Hie Confederate Heutiion ill June?
Nothing could add more to tiie interest of the
occasion and In- a more beautiful and appropri-
ate tribute to the city's guests of honor. It
would give opportunity for a general, if not
universal, participation of the people of Kich-
tuond in the effort to make the celebration one
long to he remembered. We have men and
women of artistic skill and executive capacitywho would know how to plan and carry out a
scheme for decorations and a great parade with
appropriate floats leading a procession of motor
cars wreathed with (lowers and hunting. Can i
it. be done? Without doubt, if public interest
can be aroused and experienced and capable
men and women can be induced to take hold of
the idea and carry it into effect. One word
more. A small number of persons should be
given full control of the scheme, and a free ,hand. May it be hoped that The Times-Dispatchwill lend its powerful aid to start the move¬ment? IT. M. II.
Richmond, March 2t». IMS.

Territorial CJnliis lit War.
To the Kditor of The Times-Dispatch:Sir,.The press lias been one. of the greatestfactors in the marvelous growth of our country.It has been truly said that "The. pen is mightierthan the sword." Realizing this most powerfulinlluence, 1 am of tin; opinion that it is unwisefor your paper to write editorials pointing outpossible territory advantages for some of the Eu¬
ropean nations now at peace to enter the war.

It appears to he the policy of most of the
newspapers to do this at frequent intervals.This policy of going to war for no other reasonthan to gain territory Is unjust. It is unwiseto instill in the minds of our citizens the prin¬ciple of making war for no other reason thanto gain territory. T know these newspaperswould not urge this country to take the same
steps, were we placed in a like position.

I-OUt,S ROSKNB1-2R(J.Richmond, March -0. 1915.

Queries and Answers
Virginia In (he War.

How many battles were fought on Virginia
soil during the war? What was the first? What
the last? CONFEDERATE.
Five hundred and tlfty-four of considerable

battles. Manassas. Appomattox.
Toluieco, ICtc., In Hotels.

Is there a Virginia law prohibiting tin- sale
of tobacco and chewing gum in hotels, drugstores and restaurants? CURIOUS.

No.

lutorrNl.
If I borrow $1,000 for n!n« years and oightmonths at T» per cent, and pay fS a month, what

will the interest amount to? If. m.
Tho Interest amounts to $488.38 1-8. There In

no accumulation of interest, as your paymentof 196 a year provides for the yearly Interest.

THE LION'S MAW
Quo of the Day's Heat Cartoons.

WASHINGTt >N, March 2S..The wsir in
Kurope. while not completely closing;
Germany's twenty-one prosit unlversi-1ties, has practically depopulated their'
rliissrooms anil their professorial chairs.1These institutions ha<i. before the war,
a total of more than 50.000 matrleu-jluted students, the one at Merlin hav-
ing nearly 10,000 alone. The partiplayed by the German universities in
national and intei national Hf.. Is de¬
scribed by the National GeographjcSociety In the following short sketch:]"Among the faculties of Germany's
twenty-one universities were scattered
at the beginning of the war in liurope
many of the biggest men in the world
of learning. The (Senium university
was a thoroughly cosmopolitan com¬
munity. all nations, all manner of cus¬
toms, and all habits of thought being
represented. Americans have been
represented at German universities
since Menjamin Krimklin's day. That Jmeat prlnter-statesinnn-philosoph'-r Is
looked upon as the founder of the
American colony at «Soettlng-n, a
looscl.v-orgniiixed student corporation
with a wealth of traditions extending
over more than 1"0 years.

I.nrue Amrrlenii Colony. *¦

"Hundreds of youiii? Americans at-
tended the universities of Germany
each year, and the wars interruption
of the plans <>f this student stream
will not be the least of the hardships
that the great struggle is forcing us
to share. Tiie itillux of American
students regularly hi in the eailv
part of April and continued through;
the summer until the opening of theautirfftn semester. At such universi¬
ties as Merlin. Leipzig, Munich, Heid¬
elberg and Goottingen, the student
contingent from the United States
forms a . onsldcrahle body.
"The German university is an im-

periutu in itnperio.a state within a
state. Upon being matriculated in one
of these universities, the student be¬
comes a member of an ideal republic
of learning: lie is responsible alone tin

Germans Ban Auto Traffic
The strict measures taken l»y she

German military authorities to restrict
the use of automobiles in the countt>
in order to save the diminishing supply
of fuel oil is ilhowi) in the following an-

nouncement published In the semi-oill-,
clal Norddeutsche Allgemelne >,»:ltung
recently:

"Tiie necessity of conserving through
economical use tiie existing suppi
rubber, and fuel, and lubricating oil
justifies the measure that withdraws
these raw materials so necessary To,"
our industries, from use in the service,
of luxury and comfort in time of war.
Through the new legislation traffic with
motor vehicles on the public streets
and sduares will after March D> be
made contingent upon the obtaining of
a new license, which iin-y he issued only
in- cases where the operation of the
vehicle is a public necessity.

"If on the one hand provision is thus
made that of the 50,000 motor vehicle?
;iov. probably ii use approximately
one-half will disappear from the
itreets. nevertheless, »>u the ol.ier hand,
ample measures have been taken to
allow exceptions in sufficient number to
insure the aafeguardlng of the l»«*oper
interests. Thus, for example, the tralllc
with automobile omnibuses and auto¬
mobile cabs is to be continued, even
though in somewhat restricted extent.
Especially will be necessary considera¬
tion he granted tn issuing of licenses
for the motor vehicles required in
carrying oil Industrial traffic. Inasmuch
as the military administration also will
at the same timo endeavor to restrict
the trafhe of military automobiles in
the home territory as far as military
interests peimit. we may safely count
upon a considerable saving in rubber,
fuel, and lubricating oil for the future."

Wants to Be a Cowboy"!
WASHINGTON. March 23..Secretary

of War Garrison is willing and anxious
to do a good turn for an ambitious
Irish boy in Dublin, who wants to be a
cowboy. Hut the secretary hails from
New Jersey, and knows neither cow¬
boys nor ranch owners, lie would like
to receive an ofler fioni any ranchman
who is ready to transform this Irish
hoy into a cowpuncher.
These offers when received at the

War Department will be forwarded to
the Dublin lad in response to a let lei
sent by hiin to Mr. Garrison, reading:
Dear Sir,.1 would be very thankful

if you would try and get me Into the
cowliov ranch. I would like to be a
cowboy and 1 would be very glad if you
would do your best and get mo Into
I ho cowboy ranch. I am a boy of ten
years of age. I am T. foot, and 1 would
make a fine man. and I would do my
best and work hard at the catt'.e and
drive them wherever you want them. 1
would like to be a cowboy - rancher. 1
am very load of cowboys. That is why
J would like to be one."
Mr. Garrison was puzzled to under-

stand why the boy had written, but is
ready to aid him in his ambition The
boy gave his name and address, but
theso wore withhold by tho secretarytoday, when ho made public tho letter.

tho heads of this republic, and theyart* responsible for him to the stat<?Tho card of membership which theuniversity authorities issue lo him ishis passport, it protects him front ar¬
rest and from the impositions of
tradesmen, and establishes his iden¬tity beyond question before all serv¬
ants of the state. This card also pro¬
cures theater and concert tickets forhim at significant price reductions.Furthermore, it establishes his credit
with local tradesmen.

Held l'*or«'mnnt llmik.
"From before the beginning of mod¬

ern times, Germany has held foremost
educational rank. Her universities
have enjoyed international renown
since the Middle Ages, while many of
the names most prominent In the peda¬
gogical world are lii rnian. To-day the
Fatherland Is distinguished both for a
diffusion of knowledge through all
classes, a dlff'irlon that has practically
eliminated Illiteracy, and for the su¬
periority of its specialists In the vari¬
ous fields of learning.

"Education lu Germany costs less
than daily fare; in fact. It is regarded
by the Germans as necessary as bread
and meat. The matriculation fee at
a German university !s IS marks, about
JI f'O. The lecture courses, as a rule,
cost from ?1."J5 to J5, according, as
there are one or four hours a week.
Laboratory fees are extra, but reason¬
able; and tile classes held by the pro¬
fessors are generally gratis. Since IMS
the scale of prices has been Increased
somewhat for students from foreign
lands, but they are still more easily
borne (ban university charges outside
of Germany.
"There Is no more genuine democracy

in the world than that prevailing in the
German university community. During
bis student years the German puts
away the irksome responsibilities and
the outward conventions of caste, and
lives and chooses his friends according
to his fancy. Rut he seldom carries
this democracy beyond his university
\ ears."

Smokeless Powder in Wat
According to a writer 'n the Youth's

'"ompanion, only -jr, per cent of ordinary
f jlii|iovv(|i r is converted into g.is when
It explodes. The remaining f>7 per cent
is unconsuincd residue, which we see
in tlie form of smoke. In the war
that is now going on In Kurope, how
ever, ail the combatants are usln?
another kind of gunpowder, which If
smokeless. On ignltiop it is converted
wholly Into gas. A much greater vol-
nine of u.ts is produced, and the ex-plosive effect is proportionately In-creased.

riw re are many kinds of smokeleaiI gunpowder. One of the best known isthe l-.ngllsh cordite, which, when forcedthrouuh holes In a perforated inetaplate while In a plastic condition, takesl*u' form of thick strings that looklike brown rubber. The strings are
i cut up Into short cylindrical piece?"S ou can safely hold a string of cordlto
; in your hand and light one end of Itit will burn slowly with a bright ilamrA characteristic of smokeless powdersis that they burn very slowly; on thataccount modern guns are very long. Iiorder that all the powder of a chargemay have time to be transformed liii.gas before the projectile driven by itleaves the muzzle of the weapon. Th«smokeless powder used by our arm>and navy is made by soaking nitro-cotton in a mixture of ether and alco-
| hoi; It is thus converted Into a plasticsubstance that ntay be molded or rutinto any shape required. For smallarms, it is manufactured in a formresembling spaghetti.long strings thaiare chopped into little piece's andpacked into the cartridges. For bipgiu.s, It is made in long rods, which,a iter being perforated from end to endwith a number of holes to insurequicker ignition, are cut into shortlengths. That kind of powder, whichmight be called an explosive cellu¬loid, is of a horny consistency; as inthe case of other smokeless powders,the slowness with which it burpsowing mainly to its density.The very eloth of the bags used tocontain charges of gunpowder for thejblg guns has Itself been made of smoke-less powder.that is, woven of threadsof exactly the same substance. That; an Invention of the Germans. Thebag thus becomes part of tho explosivecharge, and when the gun l3 fired i*
wholly consumed. The cloth used Is

j an artificial silk of a glossy white1 color.

The Hrnl Iinue.
(St. Paul Pioneer-Press.)The issue between Great Britain andt.ermnny on tho sea has long ceased tol>e a question of rights. It is simply nquestion of what remains to be thoughtof in the cheerful pursuit of makinglife more miserable for the other fellow.

The I. \\ . \\ . ii ml Illlly Sunday.
< Brooklyn Standard-Union!)The I. W. \V. comes out in an attack

upon Billy Sunday, which reminds peo¬ple that with all tho offensive featuresof his campaigns, Sunday has helped
many people and harmed no one, whll®tho I. W. W. never did anything or
tried to do anything except to causetrouble.


